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Introduction First year activities

In recent years increasing human activities are threatening the |The first year of the PhD project is mainly focused on the
biodiversity of the Mediterranean Sea, making it one of the most| identification and sampling of species of interests among
impacted seas in the world [1]. Lessepsian invaders. For that purpose, we collected data and
The spread of invasive species, from the Red Sea into the |literature regarding invasive fishes in the Mediterranean Sea,
Mediterranean, (Lessepsian alien species) is one important driver| [focusing on species that have been studied more and with a
of biodiversity loss, as invasive species are negatively interfering | larger distribution area in the Mediterranean basin.

with native species[1].
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Aim of the project
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e First invasive range: Cyprus

lhese species will be sampled In the Invasive range (Cyprus and
Greece) and in the native range (Red Sea) to obtain DNA and
RNA sequences to analyse.
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e Demographic reconstruction of DATA
the invasion process

e Genetic load ANALYSIS

e Genomic regions under selection



