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INTRODUCTION

On 31 December 2019, Chinese scientists communicated to the World Health Organization the appearance of a new Coronavirus.
On 30 January 2020, the WHO declared Sars-CoV-2 a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). Eventually, on 11
March 2020, COVID-19 was declared a pandemic (WHO, 2020). Italy was among the first European Countries to be severely

impacted by COVID-19 with its first reported cases at the end of January (Kamps and Hoffman, 2021). This PhD research project
focuses on the emergency response and Health System Resilience in Italy.
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outbreak of pneumonia cases of unknown aetiology in the city of Declaration of global COVID-19 pandemic
Wuhan - China 30 January 2020 and ltalian national lockdown

First positive case of COVID-19 in Italy

The overall objective of this Ph.D. project is to gain insight into the most important aspects of pandemic emergency
planning and provide a list of guidelines in order to assess local and national Health Systems Resilience to a
biological hazard such as a Coronavirus.

METHODOLOGY Each indicator contributes with a different weight in the health

system resilience.

The next step was the collection of quantitative and qualitative

~data from official databases and interviews to First Aid Hospital
~ Directors.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVE

RESULTS



