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Several studies have shown that Cystoseira sensu latu forests are characterized by highly diverse associated macroalgal assemblages. Large-scale studies (Sales et al.
2012, Piazzi et al. 2018) show that Cystoseira s.l. forests in the Mediterranean sea are often characterized by the presence of a common set of macroalgal epiphytes.

The relative composition of the epiphytic assemblages associated to Cystoseira s.l. forests appears to be influenced by biogeographic patterns related to latitude and
longitude, as reported by Sales et al. (2012) for 101 sites in the Mediterranean Sea. However, the relationship between conservation status of Cystoseira s.I. forests
and composition and abundance of associated epiphytic assemblages has not been investigated yet.

Hypothesis
Composition and abundance of
algal epiphytes differ significantly

among continuous and

fragmented forests.
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different conditions of density (continuous to fragmented)
are being investigated in 7 regions.

Nested Sampling Design: 2 plots randomly selected in each
site, 3 thalli randomly selected in each plot, 3 branches (~20
cm long) collected form each thallus.
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23S sequences used to create a high-quality |

database for metabarcoding analysis. Water samples:
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