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Introduction & Aims
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Microbes (prokaryotes and ecukaryotes) greatly influence the
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biogeochemical cycles of the oceans and the health of larger
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habitats, 1.c., habitats created by microorganisms (such as O .. i ]
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bacteria, archaea and protozoans) [1, 2, 3]. Microbial habitats E E
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support biodiversity, are common in extreme environments, and O ' . : . .

Q| Microbial carpets i Microbial outcrops
have several ecological roles. = |
Aims of the study: i
* Investigate the role of microbes in shaping marine habitats. . i . ' . .

Flat laminated mats ! Microbial nodules
* Describe the biodiversity associated with microbial habitats and i .
their roles 1n ecosystem functioning.
Materials & Methods

Microbial habitats macro-scale distribution can be studied through visual observation techniques (SCUBA, ROV) and acoustic mapping. While micro-scale properties can be studied
through electron microscopy (SEM or TEM). Traditional taxonomic techniques as well as molecular tools can be applied to study their associated biodiversity and ecosystem roles.
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