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Introduction

The “1979 UN International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue” defines "Search" all those operations aimed
at locating people that are in distress or immediate danger, and "Rescue” those operations aimed at recovering people
in peril and providing them with medical first aid or any other care and support they may need.
Worldwide SAR protocols have been developed over the years as a result of drills and training that have led to the
creation in North Europe of Maritime Incident Response Groups (MIRG). In case of naval accidents, these MIRG
oroanization "l purpose to help the crew on board of the ship in distress, supporting the operations to contain the accident. The goal is
to avoid abandonment of the ship, allowing them to return to port where possible.
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Table 1 - Accident event directly associated to navigation accidents maxi-emergencies.

The field work aimed at collecting and analyzing data consists of different phases. With the
first step | gathered the available institutional and legal documents, produced at a national
and an international level, in order to have a better insight of the legal framework regulating
jurisdiction, rule of engagement, hierarchies and responsibilities of SAR operations.

Figure 9 - TDM and distribution of navigation accidents (focus on waters surrounding EU-EEA MS)
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